included five Indopacific species in Sarmatium and, since then, several authors have suggested that some other species, previously described as belonging to the genus Se??arma, should be included. As originally defined by Dana (1851) , the species belonging to the genus Sarmatium have, on the upper outer border of the palm of the male cheliped, a conspicuous structure composed of 3 or 4 transverse grooves (separating 4 or 5 raised striae). A new genus briefly characterized by the absence of such a structure will be established to include all species, other than the two mentioned below, previously considered as referable to Sarmatium.
Sesarma germaini A. Milne Edwards, 1868 is a valid species of Sarmatium and not a synonym of S. craJSlIm as supposed by Tesch ( 1917 ) . Thus the genus Sarmatittm now includes only two species S. craJS1Im Dana, 1851 and S. germaini (A. Milne Edwards, 1868). The present paper reports on specimens of S. germaini collected in Singapore and Malaysia and compares them with specimens of S. ff?t\t7/?. History. -Se.rarma germaini A. Milne Edwards, 1868 was described from Poulo Condore (South China Sea) after a specimen measuring 16 X 17 mm. From the very short and insufficient description of A. Milne Edwards, we quote: "Les pattes ant6rieures du male sont lisses et portent en dessus six ou sept tres petits bourrelets obliques et paralleles". This description leaves no doubt that the species belongs to Sarmatium, and is sufficiently different from the definition of S. cra.r.rum to be characterised as a separate species.
A. Milne Edwards (1868) ship between Se.rarma germaini and S..rmithi. De Man ( 1891 ) on re-examining the type specimen of S. germaini in the Paris Museum, stated that he "cannot find any important difference" between S. germaini and S. cra.r.rum and that A. Milne Edwards was of the same opinion. However, he wrote: ``This species finally at first sight may be recognized by the six or seven parallel, transverse and smooth, characteristic crests or ridges, with which the upper margin of the palm is ornamented", the italics are from De Man, who identified with some reserve as S. germaini, a female measuring 8.40 X 11.25 mm. The species has never been illustrated. The senior author of the present paper was able to re-examine the holotype of S. germaini in the Paris Museum (April 1970) ; it is a dry female and not a male as indicated by De Man (1891). The transverse striae on the upper outer surface of the palm are not very strongly marked but clear, the dactylar tubercles are not at all indicated. Two of the specific characters of S. ge;inaini,
